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Baart ka TolaIivajana tM~ ek saMrcanaa%mak pirvat-na kI daOr sao gaujar
rha hO¸ @yaaoMik ‘ÍI–eoD–sapaoTo-D sT/IimaMga TolaIivajana ³fasT-´¸ knao@ToD TIvaI
³saITIvaI´ AaOr Aavaodna AaQaairt laIinayar caOnala [MTrnaoT sao jauD,o ]pkrNaaoM pr
vyaapk $p sao fOla rho hOM.

T/a[- ko p`saarNa sao jauD,o dKla Aba tk ivatrNa sao jauD,I samasyaaAaoM
pr koMid`t rho hOM¸ jaOsao [MTrknao@Sana¸ TOirf¸ @vaailaTI Aa^f saiva-sa AaOr p`saark–

ivatrk ko baIca saMbaMQa.yao inayama
kobala AaOr DITIeca naoTvak- jaOsao
phcaanao jaa saknao vaalao ivatrNa
PlaoTfama- kao Qyaana maoM rKkr
banaayao gayao qao.
saITIvaI ek Alaga maa^Dla p`stut

krta hO.ba`a^DbaOMD ko maaQyama sao
smaaT- TIvaI pr iksaI BaI Aavaodna
ko jaire doKo jaanao vaalao caOnala
ko ilae p`saark AaOr dSa-k ko
baIca par Mpirk ivatrk kI
Aav aSy akta n ahI M  h a ot I
hO.sabsaiËPSana caOnala BaI [saI
p`kar saIQao Aavaodna ko maaQyama
sao ]pBaao@taAaoM tk phuMca sakto

hOM¸ ijasasao parMpirk ivatrNa vyavasqaa ka mah%va kma hao sakta hO.
T/a[- nao [sa ]BartI EaoNaI kao phlao hI svaIkar kr ilayaa hO.Ap`Ola

2026 maoM jaarI ePlaIkoSana–AaQaairt laIinayar TolaIivajana ivatrNa ³eelaTIDI´
saovaaAaoM pr [sako pramaSa- p~ maoM smaaT- TIvaI¸ maaobaa[la ]pkrNa AaOr vaoba
PlaoTfa^ma- ko maaQyama sao laIinayar caOnala ivatrNa krnao vaalao Aavaodna BaI Saaimala
hOM¸ ijasamaoM fasT- BaI Saaimala hO.

pirNaamasva$p¸ Baart maoM dao samaanaaMtr TolaIivajana pairisqaitkI tM~
ivakisat hao sakto hOM: sqaaipt saOTolaa[T¸ kobala AaOr DITIeca vaatavarNa AaOr
ek baZ,ta huAa Aa[-pI AaQaairt pairisqaitkI ijasamaoM fasT- saovaayaoM¸ p`saark
Anaup`yaaoga¸ saITIvaI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr sabsaiËPSana AaQaairt ilainayar TolaIivajana
caOnala Saaimala hOM.

jaOsao–jaOsao TolaIivajana ka ivatrNa Aa^nalaa[na hao rha hO¸ parMpirk
kOirja rogaulaoSana ko saaqa–saaqa kMToMT rogaulaoSana¸ ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa¸ iva&apna¸ ]ma`
sao jauD,I saurxaa AaOr PlaoTfa^ma- kI javaabadohI BaI jyaada Ahma hao saktI hO.

[sailae laMbao samaya ko najaire sao savaala isaf- yao nahIM hO ik @yaa
fasT- kao rogaulaoT ikyaa jaanaa caaihe¸ bailk yah hO ik @yaa TolaIivajana kOirja
ko AaQaar pr banaayaa gayaa rogaulaoTrI Íomavak- tba BaI mau#ya banaa rh sakta hO¸
jaba TolaIivajana kao [MTrnaoT ko jaire jyaada doKa jaa rha hO.

FAST CHALLENGES
TRAI’S TRADITIONAL

ROLE
Television distribution is moving steadily from satellite,

cable and DTH towards connected TV and internet-
based services. That shift could alter the regulatory

relevance of the carriage-focused framework
traditionally associated with TRAI.

India’s television ecosystem is entering a structural
transition as Free Ad-Supported Streaming Television (FAST),
connected TV (CTV) and application-based linear channels
expand across internet-connected devices.

TRAI’s broadcasting interventions have historically focused
on distribution issues such as interconnection, tariffs, quality of
service and broadcaster-
distributor relationships.
These regulations were
designed around identifiable
distribution platforms,
including cable and DTH
networks.

CTV introduces a
different model. A channel
accessed through an
application on a smart TV
over broadband does not
necessarily involve a
conventional distributor
between the broadcaster
and viewer. A subscription
channel could similarly
reach consumers directly through an application, potentially
reducing the importance of traditional carriage arrangements.

TRAI has already acknowledged this emerging category.
Its April 2026 consultation paper on Application-based Linear
Television Distribution (ALTD) services covers applications
distributing linear channels through smart TVs, mobile devices
and web platforms, including FAST services.

India could consequently develop two parallel television
ecosystems: the established satellite, cable and DTH environment,
and a growing IP-based ecosystem comprising FAST services,
broadcaster applications, CTV platforms and subscription-based
linear channels.

As television distribution moves online, content regulation,
consumer protection, advertising, age safeguards and platform
accountability could become increasingly important alongside
traditional carriage regulation.

The long-term question is therefore not simply whether
FAST should be regulated, but whether a regulatory framework
designed around television carriage can remain central when
television is increasingly accessed through the internet.

FAST VS. CONNECTED TV
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